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¦ǘŀƘΩǎ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ {ŀƭǘ [ŀƪŜ /ƛǘȅ ƛƴ мфмрΦ 
Today, the Capitol Complex is comprised of 4 
buildings ς 3 of which are legislative.  In 2008, the 
legislative buildings ς the Historic Capitol, the Senate 
and House of Representatives Buildings ς were 
restored. These 3 buildings are connected by an 
underground tunnel system that is used by staff and 
elected officials.  The 4th building is a state office 
building that was not remodeled under this project 
and was kept to use as swing space.   
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Although 3 legislative buildings make up the Capitol 
complex, the newly restored Historic Capitol building 
is very large and houses legislators in leadership and 
committee chair posts. This leaves very few 
legislators in the outlying House of Representatives 
and Senate buildings, which keeps most members in 
close proximity to their chambers. The three 
buildings combined with the tunnels seem to 
ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦ǘŀƘ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
part-ǘƛƳŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
time in the Capitol.   
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The property this complex sits on is open and 
without significant foliage.  They do not have a water 
table issue so the Capitol was easily expanded 
underground. During the restoration and expansion,  
ADA compliance issues were addressed, natural light 
was reintroduced, larger committee and hearing 
rooms were added, security and safety 
improvements were made, technology was 
upgraded, and iconic art was restored. 
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¦ǘŀƘΩǎ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ /ƻƳǇƭŜȄΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ς  
the Historic Capitol, House Building, and Senate Building. 
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The Historic Capitol houses the offices of most legislators to 
promote easy access to chambers and committee rooms. 
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View from the Historic Building of the inner quad surrounded 
by the annex House Building (left), annex Senate Building 
(not pictured to the right), and the State Office Building. 
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The State Office Building (right) houses departmental staff 
and was not renovated. It functioned as swing space during 

the Capitol Complex renovation and construction. 
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The original exterior artistry was painstakingly preserved. 
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Original works were preserved in different mediums. 
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The most prominent symbol throughout the Capitol Complex 
is the beehive, representing the  

industrious and collaborative nature of the bee.  

Assemblyman Ken Cooley Utah Capitol Visit 2017 



13 

5ŜŎƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǘŀǘǳŜǎ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ {ŀƭǘ [ŀƪŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ 
were carefully restored.  
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A time capsule was extracted on the 100th Anniversary of 
ƛǘǎ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘΦ ! ƴŜǿ ǘƛƳŜ ŎŀǇǎǳƭŜ ǿŀǎ άōǳǊƛŜŘέ ƛƴ ŀ 
pillar of the Historic Building during the renovation. 
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The Capitol grounds were designed with hospitality in mind. 
Views of the surrounding natural beauty can be seen from 
pathways that facilitate the flow of visitors to the Capitol. 
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The landscaping of the park is minimal to showcase the 
Capitol and its surroundings. Minimal monuments  

in the park leave a lot of open park space. 
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Seating areas with clear sight lines are located throughout  
the Capitol grounds for visiting guests.  
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